Claremont Primary and Nursery School 

Parent Teacher Association

PTA NEWS, December 2009
Lets celebrate!

This academic year is off to a flying start, thanks to all your support we have already raised £342.36 towards this years fundraising cause. Suggestions made by parents at the International Evening mean we are keeping the momentum going with our first Christmas event, a Family School Disco. We hope you will join us for a dance and ensure this becomes an annual event in the school calendar. So keep reading to find out more!

The PTA goes International

Wednesday 11th November saw the PTA hold its first ever event. The International evening was a great success raising nearly £200 through ticket sales, food donations and raffle tickets. The evening kicked off with some fantastic drumming from students Qaarsim and shaqil, next up was some Bhangra dancing from a very talented young lady from Manning School, this was followed by Bronwyn, playing The Steel Pan. Janet from Belly Dance World then got everyone up and dancing, which was followed by one of our parents, Fiona Nave, who entertained us with her fiddle and thanks to Angelika Trezz and her dance troupe we kept our feet tapping to some traditional Polish dancing. We finished off the evening with a bit of a disco, which was extremely popular with the kids. Thank you to everyone who came, donated food volunteered and bought raffle tickets, a fantastic time was had by all. 

Bag 2 School clothes collection

	Thanks to all of you who cleared out your cupboards, we collected 360 kilos of clothes, which raised £144 for the school. Next Collection is Friday 30 April 2010 – so don’t throw anything out! Collection bags will be distributed to students before the next half term giving you time for a spring clean!
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Family Christmas Disco
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	Monday 14th December from 5pm-7pm in the small hall, the PTA has arranged and subsidised a Family Christmas Disco. Danny K and his travelling video disco will be spinning discs while you and the children can follow dance routines on the video screen. Tickets are 50p per person and are available from PTA members in the playground or at the school office. Due to fire regulations tickets are limited so don’t delay buy them today! Snacks and drinks will be available to buy, food donations will be gratefully received!


Fundraising cause

This year the PTA is continuing to raise funds for playground markings to help improve the children’s playtime experience and environment. The School’s children’s council is being approached to come up with their suggestions on what they would like, whether it’s new 5 aside football pitch markings or a selection of ground games like hop scotch. We are also hoping to secure more outdoor play equipment for the school’s nursery. So please do get involved and help us raise some money! 

The giving machine – buy online, you shop they give…

The PTA has registered to join the giving machine, an online portal which helps raise money for your favourite UK charities and schools. We already have four givers signed up and their five small transactions have raised nearly £5.00, if we all registered just think how quickly this £5.00 could grow. Help us by using the Giving Machine when ordering your weekly shop or sorting out that last minute Christmas present – you really can make a difference.

It costs you nothing other than the two minutes it takes to register the first time you use the site and then clicking through each time to do your online shopping. Every purchase you make via TheGivingMachine™ triggers the retailer to pay donations to the good causes you select. We hope that you will choose Claremont Primary and Nursery School. Retailers include; Ebay, Amazon, Tesco. Asda, John Lewis, Argos, Next, Sainsbury’s etc. the list is endless.

	You Shop, They Give. 

It really is as simple as that!

To register go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
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Don’t delay join today!

Joining the PTA is a great way to meet parents, teachers and friends of the school, whilst providing an opportunity for everyone to work together towards a common goal. All parents and teachers can get involved even if they only have a small amount of time available. The committee meets once a month in the community room at the school. The school provides childcare for the duration of the meeting, making turning up even easier!

To express your interest please contact the school office, e-mail the committee’s secretary, Jodi at – jcarterdavies@gmail.com or just turn up at the next meeting, which is on Tuesday 12 January at 3.45pm.
Claremont PTA’s top ten tips for raising funds!

1. Come along to one of our meetings, everyone is welcome and childcare is provided!

2. Subscribe to receive the minutes from meetings and let us know if there is anything you can give us support with like donating raffle prizes.

3. Donate food to sell at our Family Christmas Disco.

4. Donate quality new or used school uniform for the school uniform shop.

5. Buy new and used uniform from the PTA school uniform shop!

6. Bring in your old mobile phones – we get paid £300 for every 200 phones we collect!

7. Save your supermarket vouchers, which can help provide free books, sports and garden equipment for the kids!

8. Donate your unwanted clothes to our Bag 2 School collections we get paid £200 - £400 for every tonne of clothing we collect.

9. Click through to your favourite online retail stores through www.thegivingmahine.co.uk the purchases you make via TheGivingMachine™ trigger retailer donations to the PTA. It costs you nothing!
10. Finally tell your friend’s family and work colleagues about our fundraising activities the more people involved the more money we can raise and the better the benefits will be for the children and the school!
Next PTA meeting

Tuesday 12 January 2010 at 3.45pm
